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Vasily Vasilyevich Dokuchaev  
(01.03.1846 ɀ 08.11.1903) 

 
Great Russian scholar, natural scientist,  

Professor of Mineralogy and Geology of St. Petersburg University.  
 

Ɇ  created the science of soil - Soil Science 

Ɇ  he was the first  to establish that the soil is an independent natural body, qualitatively  different  from all other 

bodies of nature 

Ɇ proved that living  organisms form an integral part of the soil 

Ɇ discovered the basic laws of the origin  and geographical distribution  of soils 

Ɇ developed the doctrine of natural and soil zones, discovered the law of horizontal  zoning and high-altitude 

zoning of soils 

Ɇ formulated the law about factors of soil formation  

Ɇ established the principles of the structure of the soil profile  

Ɇ developed new methods of soil research and the basics of soil classification and cartography 

Ɇ laid the foundations of ecology 

Ɇ laid the foundations of the doctrine of the biosphere 

Ɇ he pioneered and put into  practice a sustainable system of farming  

Ɇ the author of 281 printed  works, 4 maps; editor of 57 books and 7 maps from 1869 to 1900 

Ɇ founded the scientific school. His outstanding students made major contributions  to various branches of 

natural science. 

 

 The Dokuchaev  natural  science paradigm  evolutionarily  changed  the  methodologies  of  almost  all  

sciences of  the  XX century . Many  of  Dokuchaev's  ideas are most  relevant  and  they  have not  lost  their  

significance  in  the  modern  world . 



 Vasily  Dokuchaev  was born  on 1 March  (February  17 by the  Julian  calendar)  1846 in  the  village  of  
Milyukovo , Smolensk  region  into  the  family  of  the  priest  Vasily  Sergeyevich and  Pelageya Trofimovna  
Dokuchaev . Vasily  was the  youngest  of  seven children .  
 The house where  the  family  lived  and  the  church  where  the  father  served and  the  children  were 

baptised  have not  survived  to  the  present .  

On the site of this house in the village of Milyukovo , 
Novoduginsky district, Smolensk region, stood the house 

where Vasily Dokuchaev was born. 
Archive CSM F.2. I. 39. D. 4, P.28 

Church of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker in the village 
of Milyukovo , Smolensk region, where V. Dokuchaev was 

baptised in 1846. It was destroyed during the Great 
Patriotic War. 

Archive CSM F.2. I. 39. D. 4, L.14 
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Archive CSM F.2. I. 39.  D. 15.  P.1. 
Archive CSM F.2. I. 39. D. 12.  P.12. 
Family archive of N. Vorona 
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Source: https:// humus.livejournal.com/3145976.html?view=comments  

Vyazemsky Religious School at the Smolensk Seminary. The view of the city of Vyazma 

 After  attending  a parochial  school  in  Milyukovo , at the  age of  11 Dokuchaev  enrolled  at the  Vyazemsky 
Religious  School  at the  Smolensk  Seminary . 

https://humus.livejournal.com/3145976.html?view=comments
https://humus.livejournal.com/3145976.html?view=comments
https://humus.livejournal.com/3145976.html?view=comments


The Smolensk Theological Seminary  
Source: https:// drevo-info.ru/pictures/19181.html 

The Smolensk Seminary Diploma of Dokuchaev's. Issued July 27, 1867. 

Archive CSM copy from CGIA St. Petersburg. F.14. I.5. D.3550. 

 In  1867 Dokuchaev  graduated  with  honours  from  the  Smolensk  Theological  Seminary  and  was sent  to  
the  St. Petersburg  Theological  Academy. 



V. Dokuchaev as a seminary 
student.  

Archive CSM F.2. I. 39. D.1. P.5  

After  enrolling  in  the St Petersburg  Theological  Academy, he left  it  and almost  immediately  joined  
the Faculty  of Physics and Mathematics  of the Imperial  St Petersburg  University . 

Imperial Saint Petersburg University 
Source: https://museums.kpfu.ru/blog/news/lingvist -professor-buntovshhik-chast-

1/?template=popup 


